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Advanced Placement FAQs 

An informal and unofficial list of answers to the most common questions for LOSD students and parents 
 

_______________  : : :  _______________ 
 

1. What is College Board? 
College Board is the for-profit corporation that created and operates the global Advanced Placement program (you 

may be more familiar with their other programs, the SAT and PSAT).  
 

2. What is the Advanced Placement (AP) program?  
The AP program is a set of high school courses created by College Board. The program gives students access to 

rigorous college-level work in the high school setting. It is called “Advanced Placement” because successful students 

have the opportunity to “advance” their “placement” in future college classes by scoring well on their AP Exams.  
 

This college-level-curriculum-in-high-school and the possibility to achieve college credit are two elements that set 

the AP program apart from Honors and other rigorous-content high school classes. College Board works closely with 

teams of secondary and college educators across the nation to build course outlines/expectations/support materials 

for the program and the culminating AP Exams (summarized next)..  
 

3. What is the AP Exam?  
The AP Exam is designed and offered by College Board (with their team of educational professionals mentioned 

earlier)  to measure the degree of college-level mastery students have achieved after completing (or nearly 

completing) an AP course.  
 

AP teachers have no control with regard to the culminating AP Exam. However, College Board communicates the 

elements and essential understandings that teachers are expected to cover by May, and resources and conferences are 

available through College Board to assist with this preparation.  
 

The official AP Exam is given in a separate location (not the teacher’s classroom) under very prescribed conditions. 

In fact, to ensure a secure and unbiased test, AP teachers may not obtain a copy of the Exam nor are they allowed to 

proctor the Exam. The rules and regulations regarding seating, proctoring, what students may bring and not bring 

with them into the test setting are detailed and firm. 

 

The AP Exam is not a test to gain entry into an AP class (such Exams are better titled “entrance Exams”). For 

information regarding enrollment in AP classes at your school, please contact your school counselor or the AP 

instructor.  

 

4. Is the AP Exam the student’s “Final” Exam?  
No. The AP Exam should not be confused with the teacher-produced test given in AP class during Finals Week. This 

teacher-created in-class Final is simply the typical culminating activity teachers administer to help formulate their 

end-of-term grades. But the in-class Final has no bearing on the AP Exam score, just as the AP Exam score has no 

bearing on a student’s course grade. 

 

5. Why Take the AP Exam?  
These are the top-5 reasons that I hear from teachers, parents, and students regarding why a student should consider 

participating in AP: 
● Chance to earn college credit, upper-level placement, or both. 
● Chance to reduce tuition costs. 
● Chance to graduate in four years or less. 
● These potentials may allow students time to study abroad or double major. 
● Chance to qualify for achievement recognition like AP Scholars with “Honors” or “Distinction,” 

which can strengthen your college admission portfolio.  
● According to College Board, “85% of selective college and universities report that a student’s AP experience 

favorably impacts admission decisions.” 
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One (of many) unsolicited endorsements from a local parent regarding her own family’s AP experience:“...my oldest 

entered UCLA last fall with 32 credit hours (worth approx 2 quarters of school=$40,000) because of LOSD AP 

classes.”  
 

6. Exam Scores: Does the AP Exam score factor into a student’s AP course grade & GPA?  
No. The score the student achieves on the AP Exam is not reflected in the high school course grade. The AP Exam, 

produced by College Board, is separate from the student’s “class grade.” In fact, since the AP Exam scores are not 

released until July, the teacher cannot use the student’s AP Exam score to roll into his/her class grade.  

7. Exam Scores: What is a passing AP Exam score, and what score will earn college credit?  
The AP Exam is scored on a numeric 1-5 scale, with 5 being highest, 1 lowest, and 3 being the minimum “passing” 

score. The higher the score the greater the chances a student may receive actual college credit for that content area 

from the student’s future college (a passing score does not guarantee college credit). A list of colleges which accept a 

high AP score for credit--and the terms under which they will do so--can be found on the College Board site (AP 

Credit Policy Search). 

8. Is the Exam mandatory? Does an AP student have to take the AP Exam?  
Although some districts do require students enrolled in AP classes to take the associated AP Exam, LOSD does not 

currently have such a policy. However, they do have to take the teacher’s final at the end of each semester. 

9. If a student is a senior and already accepted into the college of his/her choice, why should the 
student bother with the AP Exam?  
● Even if the student’s selected college will not accept the Exam score for credit, a number of students transfer to 

another college after the first year or two--and then may find that this new college does accept the Exam score for 

credit.  
 

● The student can decide after seeing his/her score whether to release it. Since the student controls whether to 

release the score or not, there is no risk.  
 

● After studying for so many months, a student has a good idea where s/he academically stands within his/her 

school/class, but the Exam is the only way to compare oneself to the larger, international pool of students.  
 

● Given that there will likely be other such Exams in a college student’s future, with even higher stakes, it is 

valuable (and no-risk) practice to sit for this rigorous Exam. 

  

10. Does a student have to be enrolled in the AP course to take the AP Exam?  
No. Students can independently study for any of the AP Exams. However, this is not an effort to take lightly. 

Students are urged to discuss this option with the teacher of that content area (the AP teacher, if available) and to 

refer to the College Board website for course/Exam information and supportive links. 
 

11. What is the AP Coordinator?  
The AP Coordinator is a position formally required by College Board for each school/district that has an AP 

program. It refers to the person responsible for the coordination of the May Exams. The Coordinator does not 

“coordinate” AP placement or enrollment in AP courses. For assistance with AP course enrollment, please 

contact a school counselor or AP instructor.  
 

12. Cost? Is there an extra charge for my student to take an AP course or the AP Exam? 
There is no charge for your student to enroll in an AP course, but College Board does charge for each Exam. In 2018, 

College Board will charge $94 per Exam. However, the State of Oregon allocated a $26-per-Exam 

subsidy/scholarship, bringing the cost down to $68-per-Exam. Students are advised to check the school’s AP Exam 

website each January for the latest fee information regarding each year’s upcoming May Exam costs. 
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In addition, College Board and the State of Oregon have a reduced-fee structure for students who are registered in the 

Free & Reduced Lunch Program.  Students should meet with his/her counselor if the Exam cost is prohibitive to see 

whether they qualify for this waiver.   

13. When is the AP Exam?  
The regular* AP Exams are typically held in May and the schedule is carefully prescribed by College Board a year in 

advance. The Exam schedule can be found on the AP page of the school’s website. 

 

14. How long is each AP Exam? Can students who finish early leave early? 
Students should assume that each Exam is roughly four hours long and can, on occasion, last longer. This allows 

check-in, initial instructions, mandatory breaks, questions, and unavoidable delays. Per College Board regulations, 

students may not be excused early, even if they believe they are finished--even if all students in the same room 

believe they are finished.  All students must stay until the time College Board has allocated for the Exam is expired.  

Therefore, in preparation for Exam day, students should proactively notify affected teachers, classmates, employers, 

coaches, teammates, etc.  

 

15. Do AP testers have to go to school on Exam day?  
Yes. Students are only excused for periods missed due to the half-day AP Exam session. 

Morning Exam: Testers will miss periods 1, 2, and 3, and attend period 4. 

Afternoon Exam: Testers will miss periods 3, and 4, and attend periods 1 and 2.  

 

16. Registration:  What is the AP Exam registration process?  
AP Exam registration is a 2 step process:  
 

1. Selection:  Select Exams online (find the link on the school’s AP webpage).  

2. Payment:  Submit a hardcopy of the confirmation page to the school’s Bookkeeper along with cash or check 

made payable to the school. 

 

17. Registration:  When is the AP Exam registration?  
In general, AP Exam registration takes place for approximately two weeks some time at the beginning of the second 

semester. The specific dates for the current/next AP Exam registration window will be posted in early January on the 

school’s website/AP page as well as delivered in an AP assembly where hardcopy instructional materials will be 

distributed.  

 

18. Exam Schedule Conflicts: What if the student has a conflict with the regular Exam schedule?  
The end of the school year is a busy time. Students may experience conflicts with the regular AP Exam schedule for 

a variety of reasons: family vacations, extracurricular activities, jobs, competitions, performances, etc. Sometimes 

the conflict arises because two of the Exams are held at the same time. Because of this, College Board provides a 

Late Testing (Alternate Test) Schedule—typically the third or fourth week in May and at the cost of an additional 

$45 per Exam.  

 
Students who are concerned they may have a conflict should review the Alternate/Late Schedule Exam Information 

document included on the school’s AP Exams website.   

 

19. What is the difference between the Late-Registration fee and the Late-Exam/Alternate Exam 
fee?  
Do not be confused between the terms “Late-Registration Fee” and “Late-Exam Fee.”   

● A $55 Late-Registration Fee is incurred for registering late after the “regular” two-week registration window has 

closed. This fee applies only per registration, not per Exam.  

● A $45-per-Exam Alternate-Exam Fee is incurred when a student requests to test during the Alternate Week of 

testing due to a conflict with the regular Exam schedule. 

● Both fees are imposed by College Board, not by the school/district.  
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Therefore: 

While students may not be in total control of their May conflicts and so might find it necessary to incur a late-Exam 

fee, they are strongly encouraged to register on time to avoid the unnecessary late-registration fee on top of it! 

 

Also: 

Though students are encouraged to inform the AP Coordinator as soon as possible about the possibility of needing a 

late-Exam, they should also keep in mind that plans sometimes change. A team or athlete expecting to earn a spot in 

Regionals or State may suddenly lose standing. Or the governing body of a sport reschedules their event calendar. 

Or a student suffers an injury that keeps him/her from competing/performing. Any of these real-life scenarios would 

allow a student to sit for the regular AP Exam and avoid the fee. That is why we order the Late-Exams/Alternate 

Exams at the latest possible date. But, again, do not delay in informing the AP Coordinator with any suspicions that 

a late-Exam may need to be ordered.  

 

20. Late-Testing (Alternate-Date) Fee?  
In 2018, the late-testing fee is $45 per Exam.  This fee is waived only under the following circumstances:  

 

● The student has a conflict between two AP Exams (i.e., both Exams are offered at the same date/time) 

 

● The student has a conflict between an AP Exam and participation in an extracurricular event for which attendance 

contributes toward a student’s class grade (i.e., participation in the State Orchestra competition directly impacts 

his/her grade in the class). The student will incur the late-testing fee unless the student can verify that 

participation in the event is required to contribute toward his/her class grade (not extra credit, not solely an 

extracurricular activity). Since participation in extracurricular sports competitions and/or artistic performances 

are usually not required for a class grade, these conflicts will usually not result in a fee waiver. 

 

● Sudden and severe illness or family emergency. 

 

To help families and students avoid unnecessarily creating AP Exam conflicts, the upcoming AP Exam Schedule is 

posted as soon as possible (published by College Board) and can be found on the AP Exams page of the school’s 

website.  

 

21. Cancellation: May a student cancel his/her AP Exam, and is there a refund?  
There are circumstances under which a student may receive a full or partial AP Exam refund. An AP Exam 

Cancellation document with information and instructions, as well as the AP Cancellation Request form, can be found 

on the school’s website/AP Exams page.  

 

22. When are the AP Exam scores available?  
The Exam scores are available mid-summer. Your student will be given more instructions on how to access the score 

by the time of the Exam. You can also find more information about this on the College Board website.  

23. How Do I Know if the AP Program is right for my student?  
Throw a wide net: 

● Ask your student’s counselor.  
● Ask parents of students who have taken AP courses and Exams.  
● Discuss the program with the AP teachers themselves—particularly in the content areas in which your student is 

interested in participating. 
● Discuss with non-AP teachers who know your student’s skills, talents, and drive---particularly teachers in the 

prospective content areas. 

 

24. Besides the College Board site, where can I get more information specific to our district?  
Go to your school’s website/AP Exams page (Under the Academics tab).  

 

 


